
Dr Richard Gann awarded Interflam 2013 Trophy 
 
In awarding the Interflam trophy to Dick Gann,  
Interflam Chair Steve Grayson said that Dick  had been 
a world leader in fire science and its application in fire 
safety engineering practice  through the development 
of technically-based standards, codes, and practices 
for many decades.  His work and accomplishments 
were too numerous to list fully so he highlighted a 
few.  
 
Dick is author of more than 125 papers and reports on fire science, many of which have had 
a significant impact on building codes standards and fire safety practice worldwide. He is a 
world expert in the ignition dynamics of soft furnishings including the ignition of mattresses 
and residential upholstered furniture by cigarettes. 
 
In 1980s 1990s, he Chaired US Congressionally-mandated groups that led research on 
cigarette initiated fires.   In 2004, he was the technical advisor to the State of New York 
when they first developed regulation on cigarettes and he led the standardization work in 
that area. Subsequently all 50 U.S. States, Canada, Australia and the European Union all 
established regulations requiring less fire-prone cigarettes, citing the ASTM method.   
 
In the 1990s he led US initiatives to find alternatives to halon fire suppressants, that were 
widely used in aircraft and other applications, but which were banned by the 1987 Montreal 
Protocol due to their high ozone depletion potential.  
 
His contributions have been recognized extensively by his professional colleagues both in 
the US government groups and in the international fire community .He was awarded the 
U.S. Presidential Rank Award (2011), and the wall of his NIST office is festooned with 
Department of Commerce Gold and Silver medals and other awards for his work.  
 
Dick sits on the Editorial Boards of several journals including , Fire and Materials, 
Combustion and Flame, and Fire Technology and is best known to the standardization 
community as chair of ISO TC92 SC3 “Fire Threat to People and the Environment”. 
 
Dr Richard alias “Dick” Gann  - was recently installed as Scientist Emeritus at the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), from where he recently retired after more 
than 35 years valuable service. 
 
Steve concluded, “Dick’s work has had an enormous impact on fire science world-wide and  
we are delighted to add the Interflam award to his accolades.  Thank you for your excellent 
work Dick - will you please accept the Interflam 2013 award  from us”.  
 


